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SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

-ylvia Lara had béen’ llvmg Wlth hdr husband
and two young children in an apartment in
Fairfield Courtin Stamford for six years when .
japlan to tear down the beleaguered public
housing complex forced them to move out in

2007. For the Guatemalan natlves who made Fairfield

Court home after immigrating to the Unlted States, the

prospect of relocatmg was 1nt1m1dat1ng e

. “Tfeltscared at first,” says Lara through a translator

My kids started crying. We’ thought How are We gomg
to afford this? Where are we going to Hve?:

- With the aid of Clyde Evans, a Hope VI caseworker,

,the family found temporary residence on Lawn Ave-
nue, hired a company to help-them move and enrolled
their kids in’ new schools. The move was tough on her
family, Lara’ says, but “Wlth Mr Clyde here‘ w made 1t

TheTLaras are among mors

han 140 households served

- by Hope VI, a collaboration t etween 'Fa*nlly Centers
t and Charter Oak Communltres (forme y known :as the .

~.the program is part of a fi 'erally funded .c1ty plan to

replace some pubhc hou51 g

B the quahty of hfe in these troubled area )
The Laras, along with dozeng’ of ther Fairfisld

households, will begin moving into the ne Faire
- Drive development this fall {othe )
. have already transferred to ‘the newly ¢
. House: on Clinton. Avenue and Taylor treet Ap

- ments)..

_ Accordmg to Donna Spellman d1re )
_ Ticiency services at Farmly Centers, Hope VIhas
crucial for residents espec1ally the elderl ‘disab
and non—Enghsh speakers dlsp _ y

plan.

I transmon o

ORI

':-~ That support has gone well bey d
adjust to new surroundlngs HopeViI¢
. clients nav1gate an often confusmg and 1

familiar world.

_ Prior.to the Laras’ move Evans el
enrollin English classes as part of adult coriti ) :
And la: tyear when'

* cation at Stamford Public Schools

. Lara’shusband, a landscaper Wi

| “Itcan be very frightening for people
. tomove,” says Spellman: “Arlot of Famii
; problems now, on.top of that, they ha
» relocaté; Hope VI prov1des crumal suppo 't du

- Stamford Housmg Author ),that pro des counsehng, f:

ated 10,2004,

Syt

fed uniemployment

beneflts by the state becauseof an error in his work sta--

tus Evans accompanled the fam ytoco

,.caseworkers‘ L try to!
- them withthat” =

‘help from his caseworker, Feo-

A Garr1ck commpleting fortiis

for his d1sab1hty payments.
‘He also receives free health

1buter classes.
atto have somebody
inyouricorner,” saysHart.

stitutions,” he-says.. = -
Lata ‘hopes:to opéen’ up her
own cleamng ‘business; Hart

cares for his elderly. mother _:
and volunteers at St Luke s”

Llfeworks

Advooates for Hope VI ac-.

.. . The, Jbrogram; also, has ben—_
d -

: ‘fre51dents‘ J onathan Hart, gets

eenmgs and.takes weekly ,
- and Charter Oak (

-, VinTufo, 1nter1m executlve

: ployable
and less a burden on other in-

stly: Desplte mterest orthe

' part of the Obama-Adininis:
tration ‘to bolstersocial pro-

rams, federal funds for Hope '

VI- obtalned ‘through 2 U.S."
Die_ tment of Housmg and‘

But that s. not stoppmg,
the ‘Hopé Vi partners, who
have worked together forthe
pastfive years. Accordmg to"
Spellmman, Family Centersa

nities are lookmg for" orga~

.. nizations to partner with as
“well as grants to sustain-the
Fiprogram. Ideally, they hope
“to extend serv1ces o -other.ﬂ‘
public housmg

ion is to; keep
2 'says Spelt-

“Our. inté;
(Hope VI)

man: “Wlthout theseservices;..

people wouldn’t have baenas
successful. Our Work has res
ally Just begun -

For mformatzon about Hope'
VI contact Family :Centers at

|869-4848 or W, Jarnilycenters:
org... .- R




