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By Devon Lash
and Elizabeth Kim
Staff Writers

STAMFORD —- Stamford
Hospital and Charter Oak Com-
munities announced Tuesday they
will direct $350 million to a new
Emergency Department and pub-
lic housing comiplexes on the city’s

West Side. '
- “For -the first time, these two
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Hospztal housing group join Jorces, funds

essential commumty organiza-
tions —. the hospital and Charter
Oak — will collaborate and direct
resources toward a major commit-

ment to the renewal of the West".

Side,” said Richard Fox, executive
director of Charter Oak Communi-

ties, formerly the Stamford Hous-
in Authonty
ox spoke at anews conference
at St ord Hospital with hospital
officials. * )
The news marked the hospital’s

its ¢xpansion plan since it began

inténsifying efforts to buy neigh- -
boring properties last year. Since
November 2007, it has spent aboyt *
$24.1 million buymg real estate, -
-according fo city records.
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in projects set for West
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Oak said the. collaboration rep-
_resents a pracucal arrangement
~~ the.two entities:both own prop-
'emes “adjacent fo one another. By
working, together and exchanging
parcels of land, théy can improve

“the overall desxgn of their individ-

ual projects, Fox' said.
‘David Smith, senior vice presi-

- dent of strategy and market devel-

first public.-announcement  about

opment for the hospital, said .

the first stage of the hospi-
‘tal’s redevelopment will cost
$200million. Scheduled for
July 2010, it will include
an expanded Emergency

" Department- with ancillary
support ~ services, public
amenities -and a; concourse
connecting the new build-
ing to the existing facility,
he said.

“The emergency room
was designed for less vol-
ume than it has now,” Smith
said. In the 2008 fiscal year,
more than 45,000 patients
visited Stamford Hospital’s
Emergency Department.

The new six-level Emer-
Fency Department will be

cated in what is now a
parking lot south of the Carl
and Dorothy Bennett Cancer
Center. The expansion will
nearly double its number of
exam and treatment rooms,
from 21 to 40, according to
the hospital’s application to
the state Office of Health

Phase 1 will include
330,000 gross square feet of

new construction, the appli-*

cation states.

Scott - 'Orstad, hosp1tal
spokesman, said -WHR_ Ar-
chitects, basedin 'Houston,
Wh.lch facuses on demgmng

buildings for health cate; has |

been chosen to design the.
space.

Smith said the hospltal is
taking a conservative finan-
cial approachi by fundm%_the
project with proceeds
the upcoming sale of Edgehill
Continuing Care Retirement
Community as well as the
hos ital’s operating income.

‘Bank credit and philan-

“thropy are not realities right

now,” he said

The Charter Oak redevel-
opment project aims to re-

place aging
umts at Fairfield Court and
Vidal Court with 440 new
architect-designed  homes
targeted to a mix of income
levels, officials said.

Fairfield - Court is under
construction and expec ted to
be completed in 2
Vidal Court is in the planmng
stages. The plan also includes
mvestmg in retail space along
Stillwater Avenue, said Vin
Tufo, director of develop-
ment for Charter Oak Com-
munities.

The Fairfield Court prOJect

has ‘created 440 _]ObS, 'I‘uf’o-

said. . . st

ublic housing - .to be al

. Representatives. -from C_harter“'

. The cost of both: housn'ig'

develo%x(l;ems is

federal Hope VI funds, city

‘and state money, and anae

funding.

The Hospital and Chmfé
Oak have the support of |
West Side advocacy. o
zations: the Stamford
nership and the West Sl
Neighborhood Rewtalizanon
Zone. s
: The Rev. .Richard Fuudi
president of the West' Si
group, said that as: long «ds
the hospital and Charter
remain transparent ‘and op
about the process, the res
dents of the West Side wi
“give everythmg the bene
of adoubt” . _ 1

ut $130 mﬂho “he
. said, and wﬂlbvf;a:dforwldl

Please see WEST SIDE, Page A4

The next step for the hog-
pital’s project, Smith said;
to file applications with ci
regulatory boards, a process
that expected in spring.

— Staff Writer - Devop
Lash can be reached at dey-
on.lash@scni.com or 964-
2242. Staff Writer Elizabéd.
Kim can be reached at elzz
abeth.kim@scni.com or-a
964-2265.



