
Complex ta replace
Vidal Court detailed ?u*n", . i-u*i,g

Homes designed for 'blend of incomes'
Bv Monica Potts- 

StaffWriter
STAMFORD - A mixed-

income housing comPlex that
would help rePlace the soon-to-
be-demolisheri ViA* Court was
presented to the Zoning Board
ihis week.

"This creates a much better'
more stable long-term stock of
housins," said Rick Redniss. a
lawver'flor the Stamford Hous-
ins Authoritv.

ihe olan uses a state fund-
ins prosram established in 2003
foi itatE proiects that mirror the
federal Fiouling and Urban De-
velooment HoPe VI Program'
whiih aims to combine low- and
moderate-income housing with
market-rate units.

"It's closer to what a natural
neiehborhood would be," said
Ric"hard Fox. executive direc-
tor of the Stamfbrd Housing
Authority. "There's no-nlall.Y
a biend bf incomes, and that's
what we would have here."

The 50-unit comPlex at 58
Proqress Drive - foirner site of
Sta;rford HosPital's finance and
Siltinn dePartments - would
have iradifional American-stYle
clapboard townhousQs sur-
rc.rittding a comrnon green' The

buildines would be one, two and
three st"ories. Thirty of the units
would be reserved for moderate-
income renters.

The complex would include
about 800 iquare feet of-oPen
ipur" p.t unii. The green, !.aq4-
v'arOs. beAestrian walks, individ-
iral entrances, and front Porches
are meant to encourage use or
oublic transportation and em-
bhasize a communitY feel''-ti" 

kind of what the whole
'new urbanism' is about"'Fox
said.-- 

The legislarureaPProved $25
million i-n state bond funding
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to demolish and rebuild Vidal
Ccurt in 2003. The West Side
,io) rDlex was tiuilt with state
,-.*on'"Y in 1955' and housing
,i';rnoiity officials said in 2003
.rrei it would have needed $15
'"rri.ilion in repairs.

Jitimatelv, 350 units in
ar manv as four low-densitY'
;ni red-iilcome comPlexes would
reolace the 216-unit, high-rise
\/ilal Coufl, complex in Phases.
sa.C Vincent Tufo, director ot
4;uelopment lor the Stamford
i{'- usirie AuthoritY. Progress
i:-:ve i5 the first. It also ';iould

be the first in the state using the
itut" p.ogtu*, Fox and Tufo
said.

The ttrousing AuthoritY used
Hoee VX grants for the renova-
tion of Sduthfield Viltrage. now
called Southwood Square, and
the ongoing renovation of Fair-
field Court.

Joe Schiffer, a PrinciPle with
Herbert S. Newman and Fart-
ners. the architect for the Vidal
Couri revitalization, said theY
are looking for other sites that
will allow tesigns that resemble
residential squlres in cities such
ut Ftrituo.lphia a9{ Savannah,
Ga Since manY of the units wiil

go at market-rate Prices-, the
Eesiens have to be attractive to
.*.,t6tu who could choose else-
where.''lt has to be absolutelY seam-
less wit!-l anY other well-de-
sisned residentiaI communrlY
thit attracts the kind of folks
who would want to live in Stam-
ford," Schiffer said.

Tufo said construction shoulct-
start bv earlY 2009-

'"rruhat's interesting here is tl'e
entire state of Connecticut has a
moderate rent Portfolio that is
asing""' Fox saici. "This'uvil l  be a
dbCEi rot the state to foilow in
other eornmunities."


